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“JHE ROLE OF TAS TEACHER IN A PURALIOTIG, BOCTETY Te nee 


America today searching her soul as never before, particularly as it Aint to 


her dreams and goals of an edu 


Because. Our concept of democretic self~goverrment pre-supposes that there is 
an ent, informed, Tabaleed and reasonably disciplined populace 
capal 0 -governments 


siper Attaining ths end, we embarked on a course w eerie free, 
compilsory education (ostensibly for everyone alikel 
grazing gmeraliy agrend tna tho destiny of our Nations and ho conoset 
Fest alzost completely upon the validity, tho practicability 
and the effectivenses of this thesis. 
This system, Like all other miman experinents and Ieties i hae boon, subject 
to the Winds of Changes sometimes political, somotim 
economic circumstances and forces; always subject to a whine, week arose 
dices of those in controle 
Clon York decentralisation fights Central Board vs local or district Bas - 
vente ve Teach eres Boe pennies p A Parents5 


Bo fos sional vs Youth . er=play tha’ 
negates at Daie the neds arid disadvantaged a (eneatareiay) 


Any honest, public educa- 
Mich; ie Soemt Soifoee embed? painful mive How can we answer? 


i. Is our school system, in reality, an institution operating primarily for 


of (a) "The (b) the (c). the Union 
"e the Parent - ad their several vested interests = = or (4) the 
a so"ssylike, I had in ny chitahooat® 
d, ce my professional Status and image, 
c) he in=group and for 
ay sition -~ as well as 
lead 


sup 
for my position as union leader" 
(d) “seeto build into the system and its offerings, aj the, 
P es I have accumlated since my school uens 
(a) “eeesto E Da a pn picture of the world to iih. I mus: 


Or, put it another way: 


2. Are our schools operatingfor the purpose of 


n y physical, social or economic containment of aniran, 
‘aa which they com 


ae 
and the social or ethnic groups fron 


(an establishment tendency - weationally oriented courses 
“domestic arts" for good servants; college prep for others. 


done: 
unchanging and unchangeable earricula with middle-class 
Anglo-Saxon of previous condi 
of tional 

aroneout, ratesd 
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or =- be Cramming a into youth- 
ful skulls (1) to enn eri ‘seldom-evaluyated 
convention; ) to achieve successful INTEGRATION of any 
student into to ocowational-professi onal-business life of 
the world he will encounter in later years? 


ar Ee i papa still prevails that successful teaching 
best measured by certain pre-determined test results, and 
veislenohig behavior, after a child's exposure to certain 
routine and ofttims meaningless ritual.) 


or = ce Are they operating for tha purpose e of sh shaping dtaldpecw 
socio-economic he prewdelomined soolal 
port bta namerah into pre-determined soi Ami y 
molds, such for example as the WASP middle-clas: 
uno) even for many of then 


(It is almost amsing if it were not so tragic, that the 
most yoat emerg: ethnic minorit 
embrace most vi; 


to extluie tho more lately*arrived" minorities s4 
and one i anti-Puerto Rican and anti-Negro manifes- 
ns. 


or >d. Are they operating for the purpose of aiding in the àttain- 
ment of healthy growth of the physical, Miehet and 


emotional childs "by operation of an odada- 
tional system ton a WITT marseli © knowl 


and dedication of both both, profenal ama 

can enabl munity to rough acquired cultural 

tatoos} to take the tite end have the SETI tw Dh 

gut those factors witht mee reveal every child's potentials 
to accept e to 

TO Me mist OF ABETO nie LD 

conform to a pre~detemined eiren "rituals 


I submit that it will be the umsual comunity that can apply this total’test, 


oe rr, By and ‘taku oe passing ea such 


ge Serres esah c 
` WHER? 

Because, in Education, ft has been the common, human weaknossos tos 
l. Procrastimte in searching out, meeting and resolving painful,’ Nte- 


fear and see ler ekg ( deal: ing constantly wits the 
and tradition Gonstantly with, the 
Trine odused, fear of and distanta toe couhrovaray) reetetence 


to convention and authority, Mso een misdie-otans yaluss, 
standards and modes of expression.) 


2. sto sontime to seek Brivilege or power, or both, for oñd's seif) ovm 
when su Gecis rights of otheres (classic examptor 
sede of saperide itihom E r EA challenging districts = 


ing troublesome situs ions unlerthe mige) 


to a | a pert rea in others which we ourselves äre rarely able to 
is n Anglo-Saxon heritage in a milieu- of Cul- 
e~class Lgnorene: 


of and contempt for cultural values treesured jers and Como] stely 
erased for the Hack = historical Preartetell Brie cultures oocial 
institutions & discipline; history: family; veredna? déenieeis? 


-> 


(Weakmess’ in Bduoation, to 
L ....toassum the existance of an unassailable infallibilit: 
‘thought, word and action as evidence of the mira 
created a child, and similtaneously 


pre at 
which Instan W: 
the parent, in one stroke! 


ot of God 
jisdom in 


mal 
of pan Aa Se tahoe effect of seeing High "School and soc ep uth 
graduate from childish pranks to seething revolt and activism! views) 


Sevesandy Sasoltehteniiy) ba assert the fantasy of infallability of "the 
Estab: 
viag 
pay for its red how mich (Boards of Education, whether appointed or 
electeds 


‘tionally have been the voice of the WASP community, 
Steve ing the the political. views, the othnid tatpos, the rae: 


munity - with little opposition or 
Serious attempts at their enlighterment by the Professional) 


Examine objectively if you will and cant 
1. A comparison of educational developments as between the schools of 
Central City, Suburbia, Beurtia ami Rural New Jersey ani America, in 


/the several criteria by which school performance is measured: 


a y ia fici of piyeioil equiumene 
e FA Tosune-teaaben 

de In quality and practisability of extra-ourrialar p gaas 
es In school-parent Telabdanahiph i on a continuing bi 

f. In provision of special teaching services for ta or 


laggard pupils 
g» In research and development explorations by a dynamic. school 
administration 


What kind of performance graph could you envision in a four-way 

lication of these criteria ? 

If this chart be valid, shere do 
the 


ese. wed. for supe Superior verformance? 


Perhaps another w of performance efficacy would be thorough 
eles of tee to) ) college ataoa. K artain 
seco; into tiain e this 
vg dones ieri ne Fidei seep ae d remot at tisie kiio 
tion to our annual on rate" carries over into our self- 
evaluation, if any. 


Actually, „I submit, any such regular dnd objective assesenent 
would adad oso sharply and clearly the tendency toverd 


al 
$0 the Anerioan oan, community etch te paged Largely era Sapia, 


2, Then too, we might examine critacally the matter of teacher preparation, 
or 


salaries, sas ae rohit Mange for imaginative ani creative work, ard ani 
the rewards am ions for distinguished service in trying situations. 


I fear that fy: capeful indy here would disclose that whieh is a far cry 
from the purported professional dedication we would like to see. 


(Here e dani the quest for privilege almost inevitably results 
in the siphoning off the most experienced, the mst promising, 
the most imaginative and. o » the most patient ani per 


agement s 


‘those 
best our schools have to offer) 


se oe ee a provide some insight into the badcground out 
f which come these critical observations. - not the criticism of an 
anti-Botabl: ishnentarian, or a cynic, or an embittered pariahlil =- —- 


seqeiubrathery ‘ie conclusions of (a) a product of the systeny 
wat 


being 4 fallored (ce) a 
in race-relatiom , with many years of conf tion 
perap nd banner carriers for your profession , and Ww 

most ofall, as a one-time refugee from the black race. 


(d) my youth = Amer.Hist..ing.Hist..Anceiist (with Rome & Bngland 
predominating) geburopean Hist (dittopeess ay ony 
knowledge of ut slaves in chains > asleep on a cotton 
bale or danet ng a Jig = the 5 races of mankind"ses.ce 


ty 
and the @lored see chs “On r 
Revenergence into the black world/. .eduesti onal. influences 
of the Yie. anger, 


Attention to my children and my fellow-blAdk's children! 
years year 
“Dasosrogation" of Nede Schools 1915: Re-segretation 
‘of ede schools 1: 
Experiences to which millions of American kids 
Egosi. Jogro,. Parte Doke. MAMES MAS 
Aleut, Eskimo 


With this subjective but factual background montage, then look’at the current 
Ps ekai tg ag Eduestion - the University in 


revolt » (color does not necessarily obscure the 
reaction to d j intellectual atrophy.) 
"Comny inspired" ve High J: pe aren r a 
involved "to question the difection they are MALAE bakel 
How mich of this activist ferment is 
1. Primitivo, olidish rejection of tauthority® and "gather inagee? 
an of an order of society thet 
manifestly has failed to live by dte oon rules ý 
3+ Disorganizod or confused, or subtly conbralied, attempt to spir 
bra rente potat w v np a A erae satan 3 tnodolo 
re on 0: lucat me’ 
am goal, to meet the severe demands being mde by s 77 


rapidly changing world. 


bas gh bore abd npag niece ier Sa to take a more intimate look at the 
ok parent, and his attitude Taká the school and its professionals: 


Qurrent papogi gt! nbs an bay manifestation of that which has prevailed 
individual plane for years = generations... 
ARE D a black parent and school teacher ani administrator 
variably on the level of complaint and punitive kion 


The polite, but long-range remedial relationship of suburban PTA 
rarely preval: ls in the racial slum 


Like Police ami commnity relations, the black citizen and the 
teacher are more nearly adversaries than teammates in 
a common enterprises 

Whose fault? Whose initiative to correct? The Fae i lies in 
tho Amot too oim tate w of whihh 
and insights, the better preparation and pirit the more 

s change, the more carefully acquired skills 
Tir aai io establish a a 


trained, dedicated professional. 


parent, or ollege 


Ta tnis area of thought we can and will find the most glaging examples of 
oe gur failnes to edioate teachers and the general publics providin 
m with 
the plago of gossip and muore and the ability to inouloate into 
generations of yous America the true intent of our national 
guidelines. 
(abysmal y Soop red of this agin) of Rife yange t "recepti: 
Plymouth Rode and Aei pe 
who, record and 1 
» cia ect pioneer 
2 hot defend the flag, ever; 
3. - did not help open the West; 
did not invent, » labor; 
Se did Bot rigs intellects 


contribute, except fe Siar loads. 
“They do not want Education” or wrse "You can't oduca’e them’. 
many 


but how 
1931-2 1943-1; 2943-1; 1951 College 
Geof Oper 
208 580 Iot 
16 = 2h 225-70 198 Uis 
85 = L5 


6,000 = 
JOMeenow 
L600 300 
2200 


still es who need most, 


“apathy; resistance, mis inter preiaion 
blind, nogativo-orionbod separation 
all leading to polarization ani 


Sot a pretty picture as to the nature of Education's 
our democratic ideals, What do you think 


to of 


